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inhabit the whole World are bound up in the decisions their Governments
will make in the near future. The improvement of social conditions,
the preservation of individual human rights, and the furtherance of
social justice are dependent on these decisions.
The World Economic Conference will meet soon and must come to its
conclusions quickly. The world cannot await deliberations long drawn
out. The Conference must establish order in place of the present chaos
by the stabilization of currencies, the freeing of the flow of world trade,
and'international action to raise price levels. It must supplement
individual domestic programmes for economic recovery by wise, con-
sidered international action.
The Disarmament Conference has laboured for more than a year,
and as yet has been unable to reach satisfactory conclusions. Confused
purposes still clash dangerously. Our duty lies in the direction of
bringing practical results through concerted action based upon the
greatest good of the greatest number. Before the imperative call to
this great duty, petty obstacles must be swept away, petty aims for-
gotten, A selfish victory is also destined to ultimate defeat. The
furtherance of a durable peace for our generation in every part of the
world is the only goal worthy of our best efforts. . . -1
Common sense points out that if any strong nation refuses to join
with genuine sincerity in these concerted efforts for political and
economic peace, one'in Geneva and the other in London, progress can
be ob^bructed and ultimately blocked.
In such an event the Civilized World, seeking both forms of peace,
will know where the responsibility for failure lies.
I urge no nation to assume such responsibility, and that all nations
joined in these great conferences should translate their professed
policies into action. This is the only way of political and economic
peace. I trust your Government will join in the fulfilment of these hopes.
In these passages the President had denounced, apropos of both
conferences alike, the very sin of narrow and subversive national
egotism which besets the later document from his own hand. In the
message of the 3rd July, 1933, the immediate internal policy of the
Government of the United States is tacitly assumed to be the only
factor which either the President or the Conference has to take into
account.
«	•     n
The sound internal economic system of a nation is a greater factor
in its [sic] well-being than the price of its currency in changing term** of
other nations—
as though the convening of the conference had not, in itself, been a
world-wide act of recognition of the truth that the welfare of any
one nation could not be secured in isolation from the welfare of all
the test! This spirit of national solipsism pervades the whole message
1 For the passage of President Eoosevelt's message which dealt with dis-
armament, see Part II of the present volume, pp. 268-9 below.

